This lesson also helps young writers to understand that making changes to their writing and refining their ideas can help readers (audience) understand.
Furthermore, it teaches that the process of revision can be fun! This lesson is embedded in a Mother's Day theme simply because I taught it at the end of second grade during Writer's Workshop to give students another experience in the genre of "writing on demand" (Gere et al.) . (These students will be writing for the MEAP in early fall.) The children were motivated to revise and edit and publish the books they wrote in time for Mother's Day. Although all writing does not go to publishing in my class, I
wanted them to continue to learn how to take their ideas from initial drafts to publication.
From Theory to Practice
Why teach Revision?
• Revision is crucial in my class. I continue to build on the work of others to further understand the value of teaching students to engage in revising their writing, particularly through the feedback of others. Of course, as the teacher and main responder and evaluator of their writing, the process reminds me of the End this session by discussing revision. I explain that even famous authors start their drafts with ideas or visions for the writing. They write these ideas down; later, they re read and may think of something to change, or "revise."
I encourage students to try revising: read something they have already written and place a green dot on a part they really like, or, "Ifyou are really brave, place a red dot on a spot where you could add more." I then write and place the words: Green Dot -Red Dot Revision on our class Target, above which are the words: "Be Brave and Try It!" We end the workshop by sharing, and I ask a few students to share a place in their writing where there is a go, a green dot.
Session 2 I begin session two with the text A Chair for My Mother.
Students retell the events of the story. Next, they read the dedication aloud, "to the memory of my mother, Rebecca Poringer Baker." I tell students that we are going to write a story for our mothers, or grandmothers, or favorite aunts, just in time for Mother's Day. I inform them that since we will be writing from a prompt that we will be practicing the "writing-on-demand" genre.
I show the prompt and give everyone a copy, then model by reading it aloud. As I read each choice I make as a writer, I demonstrate a think-aloud process. For instance after reading, "Write about something special your mother did with you," I say, "My mom and I loved making cookies together." Then I circle that choice on my The class had suggestions for a better title, so choosing one I wrote the revised title in red pen. Finally, we placed a green dot next to the red signaling it was done.
The workshop ends after four or five students have shared the green dot the Go on their quick plan. I do not ask for red dots at this time, nor do I let anyone share drafts. The target was met for day two.
Session 3
The focus ofthis lesson will be to write a draft then critique using the green dot -red dot strategy. After reviewing my quick plan, I write a lead on chart paper, continuing to print as I speak aloud while children observe. I send them off to begin their writing, and I work about five more minutes to complete a draft. I make sure to conference with individual students as I move around the room. Near the end of the writing workshop, I tell the students that I will share because I want them to help me revise. I explain that I want to publish it for my mom for Mother's Day, and I ask the students to help me revise my writing with green and red dots. I remind them we always begin with a positive comment. That is the Go! By this time the students are comfortable with the strategy, and they make observations that demonstrate they are in the process of understanding revision and are thinking like writers. I promise that they will get time to try it with their writing the following day. 
Session 5
We sing the revision strategy song. I encourage them to reread their drafts, looking this time to edit. I move around the room assisting and encouraging as students begin to publish their stories for Mother's Day.
Student Assessment and Reflections
The students use an editing checklist and a three-point rubric to assess their draft before turning in the paper for a teacher edit. At that time I too assess the paper using the rubric.
After students finish using the draft to publish they tum in the draft, which will be kept in their writing portfolio.
Green Dot -Red Dot revision is being adapted in many ways in our district. Initially some teachers used red and green stickers, but found students more interested in placing the stickers on their foreheads or desks. Our district writing specialist recommends to third through fifth grade teachers and students that they first revise the green dot areas. She explains that this is like riding a bike downhill.
They are good at it making it fun to develop with interesting details and word choice. My experience has been teaching first and second grade and before this technique I could not motivate young writers to revise work. Students using this strategy successfully developed an interest in identifying places in texts that were ripe for revising; therefore, better writing was produced. This school year I plan to teach this revision strategy much earlier in the year when students first have a piece of writing to publish.
